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8 Preview of ‘24 Hours’ Lenten Study

From Bogata to Burkburnett… The sin of silence

BY KATIE SHOCKLEY
Manager, Cokesbury, Dallas

Going the extra mile to meet local church needs

n December, Rev. Doug 
Miller of First UMC, 
Frisco, called the store and 
asked me some questions 
about facilitating Adam 
Hamilton’s new Lenten 

I
study “24 Hours That Changed 
the World.”  I assured Doug 
that I would preview the video, 
leader’s guide, and book in 
order to answer his questions. I 
read one chapter and skimmed 
two others, watched one and 
skimmed two other video seg-
ments, and read a small portion 
of the leader’s guide. What 
follows here is the review that I 
provided to Doug.

The videos in this series are 
quite different from Hamilton’s 
past studies. The videos are not 
of his sermons, but are of a trip 
he and his wife took to the Holy 
Land. At least one segment con-
tains an excerpt from a sermon.  

Hearne

‘Body, Mind and Spirit’ lecture series

Dr. Murdock

C.C. Young presents: Professor Steve 
H. Murdock, Rice University, on “The 
New Texas Challenge: Population 
Change and The Future of Texas”

Feb. 17 • 6 pm Reception - 7 pm Lecture
SMU James M. Collins Executive Education Center 

3150 Binkly Ave., Dallas • Complimentary parking

“We will have to repent in 
this generation not merely for 
the vitriolic words and actions of 
bad people, but for the appalling 
silence of the good people.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Letters from Birmingham Jail

tory Month 
which 
brings with 
it daily 
remind-
ers of the 
struggles of 
our African 
American 
brothers 
and sisters, 

and was later assassinated.
However, further honest 

refl ection reminds me of the 
racial climate in Dallas in the 
1950’s. There did not appear 
to be any great outpouring of 
hostility but there was also not 
a lot of interaction.

A few years ago, when I use 
to serve meals to the homeless 
down at Warren UMC in South 
Dallas, one of the Warren ladies 
and I began to remember those 
days – we are exactly the same 
age. It was so interesting to hear 
her talk about the “customs” 
from her perspective and she 
had never really heard a young 
white boy’s perspective.

We talked one day of the 
system of segregation on the 
bus system – the buses had 
little signs above the seats that 
the driver could fl ip that said 
“White” with an arrow pointed 
toward the front of the bus 
and “Colored” with the arrow 
pointed toward the back of the 
bus.  As the bus would prog-
ress through the city the driver 
would adjust these signs to ac-
commodate the numerical racial 
makeup of the passengers.

Now the buses in those days 
did not have the smooth ride 
of today’s luxury buses, and if 
you sat in the back one would 
get bounced around quite a 
bit.  As kids we would like to 
sit in the back for the fun of a 
bouncy ride (things were much 
simpler in those days). We were 
always disappointed when an 
African American got on the 

bus because that meant we had 
to move forward.

A few times we would try 
to resist moving, but the driver 
was always adamant that we 
move with at least one vacant 
row, if available, between us.  
My friend from Warren remem-
bers the stories of riding on the 
bus as well, but of being told 
to move back as White persons 
got on the bus and how she 
and her friends did their best to 
resist. Again, the bus driver was 
insistent that they move. 

I can imagine how humili-
ated and angry my friend must 
have felt. I have always regret-
ted not standing up to the driver 
and refusing to move. I have 
always regretted being silent.  
Mrs. Rosa Parks has always 
been my No.1 hero of the Civil 
Rights movement because she 
had the courage to not move to 
the back. I have always won-
dered what I would have done if 
I had been on the bus with Mrs. 
Parks – would I have supported 
her or remained silent.

All of us were damaged and 
impacted by those unjust rules 
of segregation. Please know 
that I truly understand where 
the real injustice was, but even 
a young white boy knew, in my 
heart of hearts, that this was 
wrong. Even a young white boy 
knew that he was committing 
the sin of silence – a sin for 
which I still have great regret 
and sadness.

I could go on with other 
examples of sins of silence dur-

ing my life but the purpose of 
this article (confession) is for me 
express what this experience has 
meant to me and how I want to 
change this in the future.  I no 
longer want to be guilty of the 
sin that Dr. King mentions.  I 
want to speak out against injus-
tice of all kinds – even when it is 
not popular with friends.

I want to speak out against 
all the actions that we, espe-
cially we Christians, accept 
when Jesus told us to “love our 
neighbors.” I have mentioned in 
the past, that the church should 
be a safe place for us to discuss 
these issues.  That those of us 
with different views should 
come together and listen to each 
other as though Jesus was sit-
ting in the room with us.

 I believe our calling as Unit-
ed Methodist is to no longer 
be silent and to witness to the 
love, peace and grace of Jesus 
Christ to all. One of my favorite 
sayings is that it is better to ask 
forgiveness than permission 
and I believe that. Say what 
you think is right and if you are 
wrong then ask forgiveness for 
at the least, you will have given 
someone else cause to consider 
their views and to express an 
opinion – hopefully in a loving 
and respectful way. I hope each 
of you will remember the words 
of Dr. King and never be part of 
the “vitriolic words and actions 
of the bad people or appalling 
silence of the good people.” 
May we all be blessed by Black 
History Month.

‘Family and 
Friends’

Worship Service, Feb. 14
Community UMC
Community UMC, Dallas, 

will have its fi rst “Family 
and Friends Worship Ser-
vice” Sunday, Feb. 14, at 
10:30 a.m.

Rev. Jackye Waiters-Lee 
and members invite the com-
munity to come and join in 
the celebratation.

Rev. Cameron Greer pas-
tor of First UMC, Seagoville, 
will be the guest speaker.

The service will include 
praise and worship, and the 
dynamic children’s choir 
from George Washington 
Carver Elementary School.

The church is located at 
4501 Marsalis Ave., Dallas.
For more information, please  
call, 214-372-0522 or Betty 
Ervin, Family Ministries Co-
ordinator, 214-372-6650.

ave you ever given 
much thought to what 
different decisions 
you would make in 
your life if you had 

and after visiting The Apart-
heid Museum in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, I realize more 
than ever the struggle of black 
persons across the world. 

I must admit that I do get a 
little uncomfortable with many 
of the bits and pieces of history 
that we see. I fall into that trap 
of thinking that I was just a kid 
when the Civil Rights move-
ment gained momentum, a 
teenager when the protests and 
sit-ins began and a young adult 
when Martin Luther King, Jr. 
led the march on Washington 
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the opportunity?  I have never 
been one to look back – I hope I 
have learned from my mistakes 
so I don’t repeat the same er-
rors again but I just don’t think 
much about the past.

While I realize that I can-
not go back, I do oft times 
have regrets from some of my 
actions and in some case, inac-
tions.  February is Black His-

The videos provide a tour of 
many traditional sites, including 
where Christ may have been 
crucifi ed.

The leader’s guide provides 
a 60-minute lesson plan for 
each study. The guide also 
provides an extended 90-minute 
option. The lesson plans include 
Scripture reading, watching a 
video segment, discussions, 
and refl ection. The lesson plans 
appear adaptable and allow for 
either a Sunday school hour or 
a longer small group study.

I believe Hamilton’s book 
may lead students through a 
powerful Lenten experience.  I 
chose the word powerful for 
several different reasons.

First, the study includes 
strong theology, including dif-
ferent theories of atonement. 
In that vein, a group’s study is 
likely to include theological 
discussions around details of 
doctrine some students may not 
have considered in the past. 

Second, some students may 
fi nd the videos of the Holy 
Land to be personal and inti-
mate.  Many of us will never 
see the Holy Land in person, 
and this study opens a way for 
us to imagine being at places 
where Christ suffered and died 
for our sins.

Third, Hamilton is honest 
and accurate, which may lead to 
strong reactions among stu-

dents. I am speaking of Hamil-
ton’s presentations of Christ’s 
humiliation, torture, and cruci-
fi xion. I encourage teachers to 
prepare for students’ question-
ing such graphic details, since 
some people choose to focus on 
the empty tomb rather than the 
Suffering Servant imagery.

I am looking forward to 
experiencing “24 Hours” this 
Lenten season. I believe this 
study will make the fi nal day of 
Jesus Christ’s life more real and 
powerful for me. I believe many 
members of our conference will 
have a similar experience. I 
look forward to discussing my 
experience with customers in 
the store.

If you know of a study or 
resource that you would like 
the Cokesbury staff to preview, 
please let us know. We are 
happy to help you while you 
research materials.

You may call the Dallas 
Cokesbury, 972-964-5777.

Please call C.C. Young,  214-841-2834 •  e-mail ccy@ccyoung.org
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